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During my stay at Lusar I had no end of trouble result-
ing from the rascality and violent temper of the servant
I had brought with me from Peking. This man seemed
to have resolved to make it so uncomfortable for any
one who showed an inclination to join me in any
capacity, that he should have to give up all idea of
doing so. He was afraid of some new man supplanting
him. in his functions of disbursing officer, which brought
him now and then some considerable squeezes. I myself
usually paid all persons I had employed or from whom
I had bought anything, but Chinese in the service of
foreigners have a wonderful knack in eluding every
measure their masters may take to prevent them from
levying commissions on salesmen or others.
There is a story told of the head boy of a wealthy
foreigner who led an expedition through China about ten
years ago, which illustrates aptly the rascality of these
servants, and the usual weakness of the masters who
nearly always allow them to go scot-free, rather than
take the trouble to have them punished. This traveler
had had a large escort furnished him by the author-
ities of all cities through which he had passed, and
had always, when changing them, handed to his stew-
ard a sum of money to reward them, besides paying
all their expenses while traveling. When discussing
Donkir, Hsi-ning is Silin, and Sa chou    use the native word for river, pass, or
is Saitru (the Mongols always call it    fortress, etc., and follow it with an
Saju).   Then we have innumerable    English translation, as if the original
errors resulting from two or three    was part of the name, e. g.: Pai-ho
modes of transcribing the same char-    river;   Nan  k'ou  pass j   Dungbura
acter, errors easily corrected by re-    k'utul pass;  Di cJt-u river, etc., ho
f erring  to  Playfair's   " Cities   and    meaning river, and so on. Such errors-
Towns of China," or similar works,    would not   be  tolerated   on  maps
We find Da-t?ung ho and To-t'ung    of Europe, America, or Africa; why
Fu,   Si-w-aw  Fu  and  Ghi-ngan  Fu,     disfigure those of this section of Asia
Ping-fan Sian and Hua Hsien, Ko-     mth them ?
to-nor and Kuku k'ut'un.  Again we